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Patient presents to physician with diarrhea and: 
  

 Is presenting for the first time with 
Gastroenteritis 

 Has recent history of camping or backpacking 

 Is <5 y/o and/or attends day care 

 Has been involved in a community outbreak 

 Does not recall possible or recent exposure 

Patient presents to physician with diarrhea and: 
  

 Is immunocompromised 

 Has Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) 

 Has had contact with farm animals 

 Has been involved in a community outbreak. 

Patient presents to physician with diarrhea and: 
  

 Has recent history of residence or travel to a 
developing country that is endemic for 
various parasitic diseases 

 Roundworms or Tapeworms are seen or 
suspected 

Recommend 2-3 stool specimens* be submitted for 

Complete Parasitic Examination 

CPT 87177 

Recommend testing for Cryptosporidium and Giardia Antigens 

CPT 87328 and 87329 

Positive 
  

No additional testing is 

recommended unless 

clinical picture 

indicates. 

Negative 
  

If diarrhea persists 

*NOTE: 2-3 stool specimens collected on different days should be tested before 

concluding that a patient does not have an intestinal parasite. 

Positive 
  

No additional testing is 

recommended unless 

clinical picture 

indicates. 

Negative 
  

If diarrhea persists, 

consider special 

testing for 

Microsporidia, 

Cyclospora and 

Isospora. 

Laboratory Guidelines for Intestinal Parasite Examination 


